
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

From 2nd VDG Des Ryan 

 

In Good Shape 
 

 
 

 

Des with Donal O Grady – Leitrim Lions 

Club. 

 

My two year journey into the role of District 

Governor has continued at a pace. 

My master plan was to spend the first year 

listening and learning, the second year 

listening, talking and learning and then down 

to business as DG. So I am now half way 

through my year as 2nd Vice DG and it has 

been amazing to get a better understanding 

of how the organisation works and the truly 

amazing things we do. 

What has been important for me, and what I 

have learned the most from the many 

regional meetings, zone meetings and club 

visits I have attended, is that there are 

systems in place that are, for the most part, 

working. All clubs have similar problems, 

but believe me, the positives far out-weigh 

the negatives. As a whole, the District is in 

great shape.  We can look forward to an 

amazing District Convention in Kinsale with 

a great sense of pride and positivity. I look 

forward to my role as 1st VDG with that 

same pride. 

I have been very lucky to come into the 

organisation at Cabinet level at a time of 

great change and re-organisation. It means 

that new voices and new ideas are being 

listened to. I am also lucky that there are 

great role models for me to follow. Being 

honest, it sometime feels daunting when I 

 

One Three Three 
District Newsletter 

Number 71 25thFebruary 2019. 

 



see how much work Paul, Frank, Teresa and 

Bernard do to keep the District running 

smoothly. At Cabinet level, there are 

challenges ahead such as Charitable Status, 

GDPR, and Insurance etc. At District level 

we have membership, Club retention and 

services. I am confident, together, we can all 

meet the challenges. 

 

 

Still Time to make Kinsale 

 
Eddie McCarthy, Convention Director 

 

 

 
 

 

The 50th Convention in Kinsale is now less 

than a week away.  

 

Presently we have just over 300 Lions and 

guests registered to attend which is a great 

endorsement of the District 133. If you 

would like to join us for one or more days, it 

is still possible to do so and your will be 

most welcome. 

 

The Friday programme highlight is a 

presentation at 3pm by Dr Tara Shine and 

Madeleine Murray two very impressive 

speakers who won a national award as Social 

Entrepreneurs. 

There is an opening reception in the Trident 

hotel at 6pm  followed by a Dine Around in 

the Kinsale Good Food restaurants which is 

proving very popular. We arrange for you to 

dine with other Lions ( €40pp)  You  and  

guests are welcome to attend the presentation 

and reception at no cost.  We would like you 

to register though, as we need an indication 

of numbers attending.  

( www.kinsalelionsclub.org) 

 

 

The Saturday programme starts at  9.20am  

and runs through to approx 4.45pm. You can 

always attend at whatever time you arrive.  

Your do need to register, using the same on-

line form and there is a convention fee of 

€35 per person.  You can call Actons Hotel ( 

021 4779900) to pay the registration fee. 

You will receive your delegate pack, teas, 

coffees and a light lunch all included.  You 

can catch the full programme including the 

keynote speakers. In the evening there is a 

convention Ball but that is fully booked out 

at this time. 

 

When you Register just skip over the 

accommodation options and put a note on 

the last box to say that you are a day delegate 

only. 

 

 

The Convention Programme is: 

 
Thursday February 28th February 2019 

http://www.kinsalelionsclub.org/


8.30pm   Visiting Lions invited to an “At Home” 

with members of Kinsale Lions club 

 

 

Friday March 1st  

9.30 am Visit to the Carrigaline Youth centre 

–A Lions Club Project 

  Registration desk opens 

11.30 am Induction of the International VP to 

the wall of fame at 

  Kinsale Community School and 

presentation to Students. 

12.00  Golf competition in Kinsale Golf 

club 

3.00pm  Changing our communities – 

one degree at a time 

  A presentation to delegates and the 

Kinsale Community by 

  Dr Tara Shine and Madeleine Murray 

– award winning Social Entrepreneurs 

5.00pm  Civic reception for District 

Governor and International VP  on Board the LE 

Ciara  

6.00pm  Opening  reception for all 

delegates and guests Trident Hotel 

7.30 pm Dine around in Kinsale – a  pre- 

arranged dinner programme for delegates 

  In the Good Food Circle Restaurants 

9.30 pm Convention club in Actons  hotel.  

 

Saturday March 2nd  

08.30  Meeting  with the District Team with 

those attending their First Lions convention 

  Registration Desk re opens ( Actons 

Hotel) 

  Collection of voting papers for 

nominated Delegates 

9.20am  Convention  First Session opens. 

10.30  Guest and partner programme  begins  

12.00*  Keynote address by Brian Sheenan , 

3rd Vice President of Lions International 

13.15  Lunch Break 

2.00pm * Convention 2nd Session 

  Keynote address by Vice Admiral 

Mark Mellet – chief of staff of the armed forces 

2.45*  Nominations, and voting for 

International Director 2020/22 

4.45*  Convention  closure 

*  these times are approximate 

7.00pm  Pre Ball Reception  

7.45pm  District 133 50th Gala Ball  - 

Actons hotel 

 

Sunday  March 3rd   

10.00am Zone Chairperson meet with their 

club members 

11.00am District cabinet officers meetings 

12.00 noon Visit time in Kinsale 

   

 

ID Candidates 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The three candidates seeking election at 

Convention to the post of International 

Director. From left are Terence Mangan , 

Teresa Dineen and John O’Donovan 

 

 



 

Newcastle  Welcomes Grenfell 

Workers. 
 Already known for its generosity by helping 

many worthy causes, the town of Newcastle 

gave a great welcome to three visitors 

from Fairlop Lions Club who had helped the 

child survivors of the Grenfell Tower Fire. 

Having earlier visited and spoken to students 

attending Assumption Grammar and the 

High School Ballynahinch as well as going 

to Shimna Integrated College on Friday, they 

then arrived at the Newcastle Community 

Cinema to gave a presentation on the 

Grenfell Tower fire. 
 

 

 
 

 

 DG Doreen Allen presents her banner to 

Newcastle Lion President Dan O’Reilly 

 

The group was welcomed by Newcastle Lion 

president Dan O’Reilly . He then invited  

Newry  and Mourne & Down District 

Chairman Mark Murnin to open the event. A 

series of talks then followed given by 

District Governor Doreen Allen and  past 

Leo President Channel Vigille on the role 

Fairlop Lions Leo Club had played in 

helping child survivors of the Grenfell 

Tower fire. 

  

Doreen and Channel explained that when the 

fire occurred, numerous donations of food 

and clothing were received at centres but 

because everyone was moved out, no actual 

projects could proceed. This was not the case 

with the Lions, who decided to help school 

children through their case workers. Three 

Lion projects were then allowed to proceed. 

  

The Lions three projects involved providing 

394 haversacks filled with school equipment 

for primary and post primary children. The 

second part involved providing nursery 

equipment and the last involved purchasing 

1,000 books  with the  £1,250 Newcastle 

lions had sent them. Some  of those 

attending were moved to tears following the 

video and the information that five students 

who attended the  Academy situated close to 

the tower had died in the fire. The academy 

which was home to 1,800 children had to be 

relocated for one year, as did the nursery 

school located on the 2nd floor of the tower. 

  

As part of the evening Dr Tom Woolley - an 

architect and environmental consultant - who 



was present at Grenfell Tower very shortly 

after the fire gave a short talk about the 

issues relating to the cladding on the tower 

block.  This helped the audience to further 

understand how the building caught fire so 

quickly. 

  

Channel Vigille thanked the town of 

Newcastle for their help and presented a 

certificate of thanks to  NM&DDC 

Chairman Mark Murnin. A cheque for £250 

was presented to the Grenfell Tower project 

by  Lion President Sean Carville.. The 

evening was closed by Ireland’s District 

Governor  Frank O’Donoghue who also 

presented  a further £250 as a result of  

donations from the audience. 

  

 Wexford Art Show Opens 

A reception to mark the opening of the 

Annual Lions Club Exhibition 

at the Wexford Arts Centre| Cornmarket 

takes place to-morrow (Saturday 23rd 

February) at 1pm with guest speaker Rosie 

O’Gorman,  artist and  co founder of the 

Cow House Studios. 

  

The Annual Wexford Lions Club Exhibition 

celebrates local talent and offers a platform 

for artists who are at various stages of their 

careers as well as those with an interest in art 

who wish to see their work realised within a 

gallery context. For this reason, it is an 

important show within the Wexford Arts 

Centre’s visual art programme. The 

Exhibition run from 25 th February -23 rd 

March 2019. 

 

  

Dues Alert 
As the Convention In Kinsale is almost upon 

us,13 Clubs have not paid District Dues and 

21 Clubs have not paid International Dues. 

It is important that those Clubs who have not 

paid their dues do so immediately. 

Clubs not in good standing will not be able 

to vote at Convention. 

 

Honour for Maurice 

 

 
 

 

Monasterevin Lion’s Club held a dinner at 

Chapter 16 in Kildare Town where Zone 

Chair Kit O Sullivan presented Maurice 

Cleary with a Melvin Jones Award in 



appreciation of his many years loyal service. 

 An enjoyable night was had by all. 

 

Anne runs for 2nd VDG 

 

Lion Ann Ellis, of Carrick on Suir Lions 

Club has been nominated for the post of 

second Vice District Governor for 2019-20. 

First VDG Lion Bernard Black of Antrim 

Coast Lions Club . VDG Bernard Black has 

been nominated as DG and second VDG Des 

Ryan has been nominated as first VDG 

 

 

‘Ross’ for Killiney 

 

 
 

Paul Howard, aka ‘Ross O’Carroll-Kelly 

will be the guest speaker at Killiney Lions 

fundraiser in aid of The Red Door school for 

students with Autism. The event takes place 

at Seapoint Rugby Club on Friday 12th April 

and an evening of hilarity is guaranteed. 

 

 

‘Sounds from the Heart’ seeks 

Irish entries 

 
‘Sounds from Heart’ is the very appropriate 

name for the upcoming song festival 

organised by Lions Clubs in Poland and 

supported by Lions Clubs worldwide  

including 133 Ireland. 

 

 

 
 

The contest is for talented vocalists 

struggling with sight problems – blind or 

partially sighted, who are not professional 

musicians, to give them an opportunity in 

their professional careers.  

Sean Olohan from Wicklow and District 

Lions Club is directly involved with the 

festival and anyone interested in taking part 

should contact Sean who will go through the 

entry process phone; 0404-67389 or email ; 

sean@avocamusic.net . 

 

The fourth edition will take place in Krakow 

in Poland from the 14th to the 16th November 

2019. 

During the previous three editions (2013 – 

2017) there were 68 vocalists from 20 

countries and four continents including 

Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Gambia, 

Ghana, Georgia, the Netherlands, Iceland, 

Lithuania, Morocco, Mexico, Poland, 

Russia, Romania, Sweden, Slovakia, 

Ukraine, the USA, Hungary and Italy. 

 



The organisers in Poland are hoping for 

some Irish entries this year. 

This particular Festival brings so many 

unforgettable memories and emotions to the 

participants as well as the huge audiences.   

The organisers are hoping this festival 

should prove to be the biggest ever in 

compliance with Lions International Sight 

First programme.  The aim is to promote 

awareness of the difficulties and needs of 

those with sight problems. 

 

In accord ancewith Lions Clubs International 

and the Foundation Sight First programme, 

Kraków Lions Clubs have initiated Lions 

World Song Festival for the Blind ‘Sounds 

from the Heart’. Their aim is to promote 

awareness of the difficulties and needs of 

those with their sight impaired. 

The venue for the festival is Kraków, a city 

honoured by the European Commission’s  

‘Access City Award 2011’ for recognition of 

its initiatives aimed at making life easier for 

the handicapped. One of these initiatives is a 

special tourist route using three-dimensional 

maps and GPS technology to make access to 

the city’s cultural and historical heritage 

easier for blind and visually impaired people. 

 

 

Fabulous at Forty! 

 
Wexford Lions Club is celebrating its 40th 

year of service this year.   As part of their 

celebrations, a Charter Dinner will be held in 

the Riverbank Hotel, Wexford, on Saturday 

April 13th at 7.30pm. 

 
 

 

 
 

Wexford Lions  would be delighted for our 

friends around the country to join them on 

the night.    

The cost is €45 per person and the dress code 

is ‘formal’.  Price includes a four  course 

dinner menu, followed by music and 

dancing.  The Riverbank has a special offer 

for Lions and Friends at €150 B&B per room 

on the night - please book directly with them 

at 053 9123611. 

 

Those interested should contact the Club 

Secretary, Sharon Murphy, before the end of 

February at 086 3713624 

or sharonmur48@gmail.com 

 

 

Ballina 2020 Bid 
 

Ballina Lions Club has submitted a proposal 

to host the 2019/20 District Convention.  

 
 

mailto:sharonmur48@gmail.com


 

 

It is YOUR Newsletter 

 

 

Thanks to all our contributors- please keep 

sending us news and images. 

 

1. Send material as early as possible in 

the week. Deadline remains 9am on Friday. 

2. Keep items as concise as possible- 

max 200 words. 

3. Please remember that our audience is 

Lions- not the general public. 

4. We welcome jpeg images but 

CANNOT accept pdfs. 

 

No Trabolgan Price Rise 

 
 

Lions District 133 Annual Holiday Week is 

an ideal vehicle for providing service to our 

senior citizens and others in need.  Project 

Leader Donal Browning has confirmed that 

the holiday will again be held in Trabolgan 

from Friday, 7th June to Friday, 14th June 

2019 and the charge will be €265 per guest - 

the same as for the past four years. 

 

This Project has been one of the most 

successful in our District for over 38 years. It  

depends on club support and Lions Clubs 

who have not participated in recent years are 

invited to return this year. Small groups of 

four or five guests are welcome as well as 

larger groups.  
 
 

 

 
 

Trabolgan has again sponsored short break 

accommodation (Weekend Fri to Mon or 

Midweek Mon to Fri) for families of up to 

six for each of the 1st 50 Clubs to submit 

Booking Forms and Deposits.  The breaks 

can be taken in the 2019 season excluding 

Easter, the Lions Holiday Week, Bank 

Holidays or July/August.  They can be used 

by Clubs for fund raising purposes. 

 

Each Club should now appoint a Holiday 

Project Officer and insert contact details on 

the Booking Form.  On receipt of this Form, 

Holiday Guidance Notes and Guest 

Application Forms will be issued to the 

block.  This helped the audience to further 

understand how the building caught fire so 

quickly. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

….And that’s all for this week. 

 


